

WITHDRAWN 12/11/18

Introduced by Council Member Brosche and Co Sponsored by Council Member Dennis: 
RESOLUTION 2018-813-W
A resolution urging the ADMINISTRATION TO TERMINATE the DONATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES and return the $2,775,000.00 awarded to the city from the united arab emirates as appropriated in ordinance 2018-544-E; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


Whereas, in September 2017, the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates (the “Embassy”) announced that it would provide $10,000,000.00 in funding to the State of Florida for Hurricane Irma relief; and

WHEREAS, in late 2017, Volunteer Florida officials reached out to the Curry Administration as to funding opportunities tied to the Embassy relief funding and the Curry Administration put forth a proposal for funding, including funding requests from local non-profits, the School Board and the City itself; and

WHEREAS, in March 2018, members of the Embassy staff visited Jacksonville and the sites identified in the funding proposal; those non-profit groups identified in the City’s funding proposal were notified that the source of the funding was the Embassy; and

WHEREAS, several months later the Curry Administration learned that that the Embassy would award $2,775,000.00 to the City of Jacksonville for the projects described in the funding proposal; and 

WHEREAS, the bill appropriating the funding of $2,775,000.00 from the grant of the Embassy to the City of Jacksonville and approving a donation agreement outlining the structure of the funding, Ordinance 2018-544-E, was introduced on August 14, 2018; and

Whereas, upon introduction of the Ordinance 2018-544-E on August 14, 2018, Council Members were informed of the general information pertaining to the bill and members of the Mayor Curry’s administration held briefing meetings with Council Members; and
WHEREAS, in her briefing meeting, Council Member Brosche asked if any broad community outreach and awareness efforts had been made to ascertain the community support for receiving grant funding from the UAE, to which the Mayor’s staff responded that no such outreach had been conducted because the UAE preferred to not have broad public outreach in advance of the grant appropriation being approved by the grant recipient; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor’s staff indicated the nonprofit community, particularly those organizations for which proposals had been accepted by UAE as worthy of support, had been involved in the process alongside the City of Jacksonville as part of vetting efforts to understand the UAE and its motivations for serving communities in the United States; and 
WHEREAS, the bill was discussed at the two assigned committees the week of September 4, 2018 and the Council adopted Ordinance 2018-544-E on September 11, 2018; and 


WHEREAS, the grant was announced to the public in a press release on October 12, 2018, a press conference was scheduled for October 15, 2018 with UAE Ambassador to the United States Yousef Al Otaiba and Mayor Curry, and the grant funding was transferred to the City from the Embassy on October 19, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, following the announcement of the Embassy funding members of the public have expressed concern regarding the source of the grant funding, as well as the purpose of the funding as stated by the UAE and the proposed uses of the funding are not in alignment; and

WHEREAS, considering the UAE’s desire to maintain a low profile during the awarding process, followed by an unwillingness of the UAE or the Mayor’s administration to answer media questions at the October 19, 2018 press conference, sufficient post-appropriation circumstances and events have arisen calling into question the prudence of accepting a grant from a foreign government when the Council believes that the City can and should provide funding for the projects and programs awarded the Embassy funding; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

 The City Council of the City of Jacksonville does hereby urge the Administration to terminate the donation agreement approved by Ordinance 2018-544-E and return the $2,775,000.00 grant received to the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates. The Council urges the Administration to find funding within the City’s existing $1.2 billion 2018-2019 budget or $166 million 2018-2019 capital improvement budget to address the projects and programs outlined in the funding request which was made to the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates.

Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige H. Johnston
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